Burnside Environmental Awards
In the early 1990’s David Harvey a member of the Rotary Club of Burnside, initiated an environmental
project in conjunction with David Harvey of the Burnside Council to revegetate a disused quarry and
council rubbish dump within Chambers Gully Park.
Chambers Gully Park is located in the foothills off Waterfall Gully Road to the southeast of the City of
Burnside within the Cleland Conservation Park and the First Creek and River Torrens Catchment Areas.
It is primarily used for recreation purposes that includes two local gun clubs and numerous walking trails.
The quartz and bluestone quarry was operational from 1912 to the 1950s after which it was used by the
Burnside Council as a rubbish dump. When the disused quarry had served its useful life as a rubbish
dump, Council capped the area with a layer of clay and ‘clean’ fill. The area lay waste and denuded of
vegetation for many years.
During this project a strong relationship developed between the various Council representatives and
members of the Rotary Club of Burnside and from this initial project spawned other projects.
the revegetation of the Dashwood Gully rubbish dump.
the creation of a ‘Seed Bank’ to propagate seeds for indigenous understory plants that are
considered threatened or in danger.
the construction and installation of bird nesting boxes at Chambers Gully.
the construction of bird nesting boxes and habitat boxes for bats and possums
The Projects
Chambers Gully Revegetation
From the inception of the project the Rotary Club of Burnside undertook the propagation and planting of
200-500 seedlings annually and the watering and maintenance of these young trees within the area with
some technical and practical assistance from the Burnside Council, Green Corps and Trees for Life.
Council have provided seed collected from remnant vegetation indigenous to the area for propagation to
ensure the biodiversity of the area is maintained.
Since 2001 the Beaumont Scout Group at the invitation of Rotary (through John Caddy as both a
Rotarian and Cub Scout Leader) has taken an increasingly active role in the project.All sections of the
Scout Group (youth members aged 6 through 24 their parents and leaders) have been involved in the
propagation and planting of seedlings.
The Beaumont Scout Group undertook this project as a community service, as well as providing youth
members with education, training and hands on experience in land, flora and fauna conservation, plant
husbandry and environmental responsibility.
This Community engagement through Rotary has enabled the Rotary Club and Council to source some
financial assistance with grants from Our Patch and the Mount Lofty Natural Resource Management
Board. These funds have enabled Council to control the growth and spread of pest plants in the area of
revegetation.
In 2007 the revegetation of the Chambers Gully quarry site was completed, the result of approximately
16 to 17 years involvement and countless man hours of work by volunteers from Rotary, Beaumont
Scouts, St Peter’s Girls Collegiate Environment Club, Green Corps and Our Patch.

Dashwood Gully Revegetation
Between 2007 and 2010 the efforts of the Rotary Club of Burnside and Beaumont Scout Group were then
focused on revegetating the old Dashwood Gully rubbish dump site. The preparation for and revegetation
of this site was undertaken in a similar manner to the Chamber's Gully site.
In 2010 Melanie Spurling who represented the Adelaide and Mt Lofty Natural Resource Management
Board, and the Burnside Council believed the trees planted in the Dashwood Gully Reserve were
adequate in terms of number and density for the Council managed section of the reserve. As it was a
much smaller site than Chambers Gully, the revegetation was completed in 2010.
Seed Bank
Melanie requested that we do not propagate more trees, but understory plants for inter-planting.
Understory plants when planted densely enough will reduce weed growth and hence the need for
chemical control and restore biodiversity to the area.
It was recognised that the understory plants were going to be more difficult to propagate than the trees,
however once we ‘hit’ on the right process to grow and harvest seed, we had a successful “seed bank” of
indigenous understory plants that are considered threatened or in danger.
Once the “Seed Bank” was established it was proposed to harvest seed from the plants for further
propagation and on a three-to-four-year cycle, plant the first of the propagated plants, thus reintroducing
these plants into the local environment and ensuring a good gene pool for future seed collection.
Cubs and Scouts from the 1st Beaumont Scout Group and St Peters Girls Collegiate Environment Club
continued to trial various methods of pre-treatment and sowing in an effort to see which method of
propagation yields the best results. Boxes of flowering plants were brought together for pollination at the
appropriate time and once the flowers died off the seed is be harvested.
Bird Nesting Boxes
In 2017 the Beaumont Cub Scouts constructed 10 Bird Nesting Boxes using donated materials to replace
those boxes within Chambers Gully that had deteriorated, they were installed in early 2018 by the Cub
Scouts, their parents and members of the Rotary Club of Burnside.
Bird Nesting Boxes and Habitat boxes
Near the end of the initial Covid 19 lockdown of May 2020, Rotary members (in small groups) constructed
22 Habitat boxes for Council. They consisted of 14 Bird Nesting boxes, 7 possum boxes and 1 micro-bat
box.

Benefits
The revegetated quarries and environs now provide new vegetation that is indigenous to the area,
increased habitat for native fauna, reduced soil erosion and contamination of creek water in the
catchment area and an aesthetically pleasing approach into the park.
The involvement of the Beaumont Scout Group and St Peter’s Girls Environment Club in the project has
provided an increased knowledge, understanding and awareness for our youth, of the benefits of
environmental conservation, performing community service and the role of service clubs within our
community.
The construction and installation of Nesting and Habitat Boxes provides substitute nesting places and
habitat for the diminishing natural habitat in our local environment.The small gatherings of Rotarians
provided a means for Rotarians to reconnect in a social and constructive way to build habitat boxes for
the benefit of our environment.

